
Garden Critters: Friend or Foe? 

Some critters are worth welcoming into your garden. They will do a lot of good work for 
you: lady beetles will devour those nasty aphids; earthworms will till the soil; starlings will 
eat the grubs; bees will pollinate your crops. 

Other critters may damage your plants, but it's worth the effort to find the safest way to 
control them: a blast of water will kill aphids; a wire forced into the stem of a squash plant 
will kill the squash vine borer larvae; hand pick that awful tomato hornworm; remove any 
plant part (or the whole plant) showing signs of disease. Try to live with a little imperfection 
if the crop is not really lost: powdery mildew seldom harms the zucchini crop. 

Discover which key pests will likely show up on the vegetables you grow and learn to 
identify them. A few garden critters look alike, especially when you don't get a good, long 
look at them. They may be covered with dirt, flying by or scurrying away. At first glance, a 
bean beetle (harmful) may look similar to a lady beetle (beneficial); a yellow jacket 
(beneficial & nuisance) may look similar to a hover fly (beneficial); a house fly (nuisance) 
may look similar to the tachinid fly (beneficial). 

Find the most specific, least-damaging-to-the-environment method of dealing with the pests.  
This will ensure your crops will be nutritious and safe to eat. If the idea of peaceful co-
existence with garden critters intrigues you, there are some great resources available: 

Workshops on urban and community gardening are offered by Boston Natural Areas 
Network.  Please see the Seed, Sow & Grow and Master Urban Gardener programs for more 
information. 

 
Websites that have useful information on Pest ID & Management include: 

http://plantfacts.osu.edu/ 
 
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/pests/index.html 
 
http://citybugs.tamu.edu/external_links.asp 
 
http://www.massnrc.org/pests/resources.htm 
 
http://www.usawaterquality.org/NewEngland/Focus_Areas/ne_npm/research/p
est.html 
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